NJCA 2026/27 SEASON OFFERINGS AND DATES
There will be no back up dates for both semi finals and grand finals for Season 2026/27
All Girls Competitions – Clubs are to offer All-Girls formats as stand alone registration products
	Competition
	Age
	Time
	Day
	Commences
	Last Pre-Christmas Round
	Start Back
	Semi Finals
	Grand Final

	Early Stage 1 Girls – U9^
	U8 & U9
	8.00am &
10.15am
	Saturday
	17 October 2026
	12 December 2026
	30 January 2027
	No Finals.
	Final round 6 March 2027

	
	Modified Stage 1 cricket – 14 overs, 14m pitch. ^ if there are not enough registrations, participants/teams will combine with the mixed U9 program.

	Stage 1 Girls
	U10 & U11
	8.30am
	Saturday
	17 October 2026
	12 December 2026
	30 January 2027
	No Finals.
	Final round 6
March 2027

	Stage 2 Girls
	U12 & U13
	8.30am
	Saturday
	17 October 2026
	12 December 2026
	30 January 2027
	13 March 2027
	20 March 2027

	Stage 3 Girls
	U14-U18
	4.45pm
	Friday
	16 October 2026
	11 December 2026
	29 January 2027
	12 March 2027
	19 March 2027

	
	First two weeks (16 & 23 October) are trial games to confirm team arrangements. Matches commence 30 October 2026. This is a 13 round competition (7 rounds before Christmas, 6 after), followed by the semi final on 12 March and grand final on 19 March 2027.


Mixed Competitions
	Competition
	Age
	Time
	Day
	Commences
	Last Pre-Christmas
Round
	Start Back
	Semi Finals
	Grand Final

	Early Stage 1 U9s
	U8 & U9
	8.00am &
10.15am
	Saturday
	17 October
2026
	12 December 2026
	30 January
2027
	No Finals.
	Final round 6 March 2027

	
	Modified Stage 1 cricket – 14 overs, 14m pitch

	Junior Competition - Saturday
	Stage 1: U10s
	8.30am
	Saturday
	17 October
2026
	12 December 2026
	30 January
2027
	No Finals.
	Final round 6 March
2027

	
	Stage 1: U11s
Stage 2: U12s & U13s Stage 3: U14s Saturday Youth League (Div 3 & 4): U15-U18
	
	
	
	
	
	13 March 2027
	20 March 2027

	Junior Competition - Friday





Junior Competition - Friday
	Friday Premier League (Div 1)
Mix of T20 and 40 over
matches, played over 2 days
	4.30pm








4.30pm
	Friday








Friday
	16 October
2026






16 October
2026
	11 December 2026








11 December 2026
	29 January
2027






29 January
2027
	5 & 12 March 2027
	19 or 22 March 2027*
* Subject to NDCA
calendar

	
	Friday Premier League (Div 2)
T20 matches only
	
	
	
	
	
	12 March 2027
	19 March 2027

	
	Stage 3 cricket for players aged U15 – U18.

	Monday T20 Bash
	U14s
Stage 3 cricket, 20 overs
	4.30pm
	Monday
	19 October
2026
	14 December 2026
	1 February
2027
	15 March 2027
	22 March 2027




	Competition
	Age
	Time
	Day
	Commences
	Last Pre-Christmas
Round
	Start Back
	Semi Finals
	Grand Final

	Summer Smash
	U8 - U11 (who have NOT played any junior cricket previously)
	5pm
	Lake Macquarie
Mondays
	
	
	8 February
2027
	
	Final round 22 March
2027

	
	
	5pm
	Newcastle Fridays
	
	
	5 February
2027
	
	Final round 19 March
2027

	
	Suitable for participants new to cricket or graduating from Cricket Blast. (NOT for participants already playing Junior cricket). Modified Stage 1 (same rules as U9): shorter boundary / 14m pitch / 14 overs. Club based teams



There will be no back up dates for both semi finals and grand finals for Season 2026/27
Please note: All offerings are subject to adequate registrations. As such, players are strongly encouraged to register early for all competitions (i.e. do not “wait and see if it will go ahead”. In the event that a proposed grade or division is not able to proceed due to overall numbers, the NJCA will work with clubs to find alternative grades / offerings for the relevant players. Alternatives may include NDCA competitions, if appropriate.


2026/27 Formats
· All Girls Stage 3 will be offered as a draft / franchise format. Players register with their clubs, but the NJCA will put the teams together. Refer to the Stage 3 girls info pack for full details.
· Clubs should not charge players a club fee for Stage 3 girls, unless they are providing them with a playing cap or playing pants. Stage 3 girls will play in a non-club shirt, which will be provided.
· NJCA will provide balls and umpires for Stage 3 girls. NJCA is also seeking a grant to help subsidise the competition.
· Clubs are reminded to check age eligibility before forming teams, and to check incoming players against the representative player list before accepting their transfer.
· Age dispensations, where required, must be submitted to NJCA for consideration before teams are finalised.
If a club has a strong desire for a particular team to be placed in a certain division, please email the administrator. This applies equally to teams you are concerned may be graded either too high or too low. The NJCA is determined to ensure all games are as competitive as possible to improve the player experience for all and getting the gradings right will be key to this. This will also help to minimise regrading, which impacts home grounds


Ages
Players must be born on or between:
U08 1 Sep 2018 to 31 August 2019
U09 1 Sep 2017 to 31 August 2018
U10 1 Sep 2016 to 31 August 2017
U11 1 Sep 2015 to 31 August 2016
U12 1 Sep 2014 to 31 August 2015
U13 1 Sep 2013 to 31 August 2014
U14 1 Sep 2012 to 31 August 2013
U15 1 Sep 2011 to 31 August 2012
U16 1 Sep 2010 to 31 August 2011
U17 1 Sep 2009 to 31 August 2010
U18 1 Sep 2008 to 31 August 2009

Note: Players may be eligible to play in older age groups. Please refer to the Administration Handbook for details.



Important Dates
Rep player regos must be in by Sunday 6 September 2026

Final Team Nominations: by Sunday 20 September 2026 for all age groups, except U9s, U10s, Stage 1 Girls and Stage 2 Girls, which are due by 7 October.

Junior Coaches Forum - Monday 12th Oct (venue TBC)

NJCA Costings	Umpire Fees (per umpire, per day) – no change
Type
Fee
2025/26
2026/27
Existing
Association Management Fee
$49.50
$51.50
Existing
Team Affiliation Fee
$38.50
$40.50
Existing
Infrastructure Levy
$5
$5

GNC Levy
$20
$20
TOTAL NJCA fee
$113
$117
Existing
Play HQ/Insurance Levy
$17.45
$17.45




TOTAL Participant fee (excluding club fees)
$130.45
$134.45


Grade
Total Fee
Fee per team
Stage 1
U10 & U11 (20 overs)
$80
$40
Stage 2
U12 & U13 (30 overs)
$100
$50
Stage 3
U14 & Saturday Youth League (30 overs)
$100
$50
Stage 3
Friday Premier League (20 & 40 overs) NB: fees are per day (not per match) so x2 for 2 day 40 over matches.
$80
$40
Teams & umpires arrive at ground, deemed unplayable. NO ball has been bowled
= $20 fee ($10 per team)
Teams & umpire arrive at ground, play starts but match abandoned part way through. One or more balls have been bowled = Umpire entitled to full fee, however umpires are able use discretion around amount of play & fee charged.
Umpire arrives at ground, no teams – umpire has not been informed that game is
abandoned = Full fee, payable by home team (as they are responsible for informing umpire of any changes)


** Clubs must make allowance in their fees for reimbursing teams for umpires
